[Immunophenotyping in acute leukemia: detection of minimal residual disease].
Immunophenotyping improves both accuracy and reproducibility of the acute leukaemia classification and is considered particularly useful for identifying poorly differentiated subtypes of acute myeloid leukaemia and lineage association of acute lymphoid leukaemia. Immunological studies of leukaemic blasts has become critical also identifying biphenotypic leukaemias and acute myeloid leukaemia expressing lymphoid associated markers. At present, while the prognostic value of individual antigen expressions is still controversial, the immunologic detection of minimal residual disease seems to be important in monitoring the acute leukaemia patients in remission. In the present study immunophenotyping of bone marrow samples of 42 patients with acute myeloid leukaemia and 13 patients with acute lymphoid leukaemia was analysed. Patients were assessed both before and after treatment by immunophenotyping, cytogenetics and polymerase chain reaction amplification. The immunophenotyping have allowed more sensitive definition of acute leukaemia relapse, but molecular genetic methods are recommended for detection of elimination of residual disease.